

From: Rosemarie Layne [mailto:ralayne@sunbeach.net] 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 9:20 AM
To: 'Rachelle'
Cc: 'orlandolayne@gmail.com'
Subject: Alternative legal perspective/ swift decision needed 
Importance: High
Dear Miss Pile:

Thank you for all your efforts to date in bringing our longstanding estate matter to a satisfactory and much-deserved conclusion.

Your secretary, Crystal, is to be highly commended for the sterling role she has played. She has been extremely helpful and supportive, especially in recent weeks as I intensified my calls to your office. On my request yesterday, she provided me with updated figures for some of the individual estate assets and a copy of the July 2011 property evaluation. She also informed me of the assigned court number for our case in an effort to vigorously pursue a long overdue complaint against Mr. Thornhill with the Bar Association.

As you would understand, Dave I are becoming increasingly concerned about the length of time our mother’s estate is taking to be settled, not to mention the many occasions on which Mr. Thornhill appears to have gotten the better of both you and us. 

At this juncture, we really need to have this matter handled expeditiously and, as such, sought to give Nikolas a final chance to comply with our request to gain rightful entry to the property at Arch Cot Terrace by sending him a registered letter to this effect. (A copy of this was hand delivered to your office.)

Yesterday I got an unexpected, but encouraging, perspective from another attorney. During the conversation, I was informed that:

1) after twelve (12) months of taking out letters of administration, the administrator(s) have to come to a decision on how to settle the estate and this was to be communicated in writing. (As far as I know, Nikolas had only verbally expressed interest in purchasing the house at Arch Cot Terrace. No written substantiation was ever produced, and it was understood that he would do so on receiving his portion of the estate funds. Of course, we never anticipated it could take so long.)

2) an action OR injunction can be brought against Nikolas as administrator for intermeddling in the estate because of his prolonged occupation of the property and non-payment of rent. This could also cause his administrator status to be revoked. 

3) Nikolas can, further, be held liable for waste (failure to maintain the property and causing it to fall into disrepair).

4) a further action can be brought to compel him to pay the years of rent due to the estate.
Understandably, these actions would require additional funds to be implemented, but, at least, we now have more options on how we can go forward. 

As such, Dave and I would like to know as soon as possible whether you still consider yourself in a position to represent us with the vigour you exhibited when we first approached you back in July 2005. 

If this is no longer the case, although we would really prefer not to have do so at this late juncture, we may very well have no other recourse but to request our file, pay you for your services and hand over the matter to another attorney.

We eagerly await your decision by Friday so we can move forward with greater assurance.
Best regards

Rosemarie

