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January 19th, 2018 
 
 

MESSAGE 
 
 
To All Media Houses, 
 
RE: THE RT. EXCELLENT ERROL WALTON BARROW – NATIONAL HERO 
 
With utmost selflessness, Patriotism, Vision and Pride for country the Rt. Excellent 
Errol Walton Barrow – National Hero and father of our Independence sought to 
release Barbados from the Colonial rule under the British Empire on November 
30th, 1966. This being no ordinary feat, he was well able to engineer what would 
become the freedom of a dependent territory to transform Barbados to become 
the Sovereign state it is today. 
 
This vision saw a Barbados thriving with Industry, Dignity and Self-respect; it saw a 
people gathering to cohesively take the small nation forward to become a dignified 
beacon on the world atlas.  Indeed, Barbados once became all that was aspired 
through the vision of the Rt. Excellent Errol Walton Barrow.   “A friend of all and a 
satellite of none” may be a most familiar phrase echoed at one stage or another by 
most Barbadians in admirable reminiscence on the glory days of a Great Skipper 
while we were at sea. 
 
The once seaworthy Barbados which was the refuge for the Caribbean, the 
Barbados which boasted the best Social Services, Education, Industries, Sugar 
Industry, Cotton, Rum and Spirits amongst many other things has been DRY 
DOCKED by the likes of selfishness, corruption, squander-mania, nepotism, 
insularity, crime, violence, lack of concern for fellowman, greed, racial and political 
divide. 
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Our greatest challenge of recent has been that of finding positive leadership! We 
have lost our way when our very leaders and those reposed with the responsibility 
of taking charge of our great nation are found to be feathering their own nest at 
the pain and suffering of the masses.    How can we exercise good conscience when 
our beloved country is rife with allegations of vote buying and bribery?      
 
Disrespect for high office is demonstrated when a singular individual can defy the 
laws of our beloved country by erecting an illegal structure and yet though served 
notice by the authorities, continue in good stead having made public utterance that 
they will push the laws to the fullest extent! 
 
Was Errol Barrow’s vision that of two (2) Barbados, where one law serves the 
Medes and the other law the Persian? 
 
The Rt. Excellent Errol Walton Barrow never envisaged that we would one day sell 
our National Bank, it was never envisaged that Barbados would one day become a 
state of Trinidad and Tobago by virtue of their acquisition of our prime 
conglomerates and lands and on the other hand the lack of testicular fortitude on 
the part of our local businesses and credit unions for not stepping forward to invest 
in our prime assets and Crown Jewels! 
 
The Rt. Excellent Errol Walton Barrow would have never conceded that we would 
have an Edutech Program spending over $50 Million United States Dollars with little 
trace or evidence of the spending and value expected after such an undertaking. 
Where is the benefit to our children? What legacy have we to give them of our 
education system when the very system that was designed to embolden us has 
simply failed to meet the basic needs of our populace. 
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Would the Rt. Excellent Errol Walton Barrow recognize Barbados today with all the 
productive cane fields overrun with bush and the streets much narrower for the 
same reason?   Would he recognize an abandoned ship? 
 
How about the very consideration that we have grown but have failed to mature 
as a democracy where we allow any kind of behavior from our once respected 
parliamentarians?       Would Errol Barrow recognize a parliament where those 
serving are in it for the money and not for love of country and fellow man?  I think 
not, but the consolation is that the Rt. Excellent Errol Walton Barrow is never going 
to return to us but some day we will go to meet him! 
 
What then would he say of: 
 
Our drastically degraded economy?    
Our very poor delivery of health care?    
Our lack of vision and leadership? 
Our inability to be role models to our youth?  
 
He would have never envisaged that we would have a catastrophic collapse of 
CLICO (Formerly Colonial Life Insurance Co. Ltd), but alas it would have been 
incomprehensible to fathom the very sale or thought thereof that the Barbados 
National Terminal Company Limited (BNTCL) our only state-owned fuel storage and 
distribution facility would be hurriedly negotiated to be sold for peanuts!  Or 
alternately the proposed sale of the Hilton Hotel for a fraction of the cost to 
construct plus appreciation over the years. 
 
Fellow Barbadians, at this juncture we are plagued with request and pleas for your 
sacred constitutional right (your vote). We have seen the posters and heard the all 
too familiar speeches with enticements to put party B or D back in office!   
I say to you, reject both of these please and listen to the voice of reason which tells 
you in that still small way, “Change is needed”! 
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At the next general election (2018), vote for Visionary Leadership, not a battle of 
“Musical Chairs” with either party (BLP or DLP) claiming its turn to run roughshod 
over the hopes and aspirations of the Barbadian people as has been demonstrated 
at one point or another throughout our history. 
 
Vote for Barbados to be restored to the place once reminisced by the great 
visionary leader the Rt. Excellent Errol Walton Barrow. 
 
In closing, I will take this opportunity to ask the Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal 
Opposition the Hon. Mia Amor Mottley QC MP to join me in a national debate so 
as to give the people of Barbados the opportunity to hear our visions for this our 
nation of Barbados.   Let us debate on how we propose to make this country great 
again! 
 
I am also asking all Barbadians today (Errol Barrow Day) to join us in wearing white 
in solidarity of our appreciation for Errol Barrow and the legacy he has left us. 
 
Happy Errol Barrow Day! 
  
Warm regards 
 

 
…………………………………………. 
Neil A. Holder  
CHAIRMAN AND POLITICAL LEADER 
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