
 

 

CASWELL FRANKLYN 
XX XXXX Drive 

Husbands 

St. James 

 

December 7, 2017 

 

Rt. Hon. Prime Minister 

Government Headquarters  

Bay Street 

St. Michael 

 

Dear Prime Minister 

 

I find myself in the unenviable position where politicians from both political parties see me as an 

enemy.  As such, I expect attacks from time to time.  However I do not expect or appreciate 

being attacked or lied upon from the floor of the Honourable House of Assembly, by a minister 

of the Crown who knew that he was lying while he was speaking. 

 

On Tuesday, December 5, 2017 Minister Stephen Lashley stated in the House that the Rock Hall 

Freedom Village Project is being held up by my brother’s refusal to move to allow completion.  

Further, he alleged that I bore responsibility for the hold-up. 

 

I am saddened that for the sake of scoring cheap political points against the Opposition, Minister 

Lashley would resort to lying to the House, especially in a situation where he knew that he was 

blatantly lying. 

 

More than three years ago (I do not recall the date) Mr. Lashley chaired a meeting of officials 

from his ministry and the Ministry of Housing and lands, on one hand; and my brother, his 

partner and one of their sons, along with me as their representative, on the other hand, to resolve 

the issues in relation to relocating my brother’s residence.  At the end of the meeting, the 

minister and our side agreed to implement the agreement that was negotiated prior to the change 

of Government in 2008.  The agreement is as follows: 

 

1. My brother’s house would be demolished and a new one constructed on lands that 

the Government would acquire from the Barbados Diocesan Trustees; 

 

2. Prior to the commencement of the project, my brother was a qualified tenant, 

under the Tenantry Freehold Purchase Act, with the right to purchase his lot at ten cents 

per square foot and that Government would put him back in a similar position; 
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3. He would pay 10 cents per square foot and the Government would pay the 

balance of the purchase price. 

  

I am aware that the Barbados Diocesan Trustees was approached and it agreed to sell the portion 

of land for the construction of my brother’s home.  You can verify this by checking with Senator 

Maxine McClean, who was one of the trustees prior to the change in Government.  I am also 

aware that the piece of land was surveyed very shortly after the meeting with Minister Lashley.  

Thereafter, the process stalled through no fault of either my brother or myself. 

 

On December 1, 2017 my brother was invited to a meeting at the Ministry of Housing and Lands 

to discuss the relocation of his house. (I accompanied him as his representative)  At that meeting, 

we were informed that the Ministry of Housing has only recently been put in funds to complete 

the project, and that the process to relocate my brother’s home would commence shortly. 

 

If you accept my version of verifiable events, it is clear that Minister Stephen Lashley knowingly 

lied to the Honourable House of Assembly.  I am deeply offended by the conduct of this brazen 

liar, who also serve in your Cabinet.  He has used the cloak of parliamentary privilege to defame 

and hold me up to public ridicule. 

 

One of us is not telling the truth. I am certain that my version is completely accurate and I will 

widely circulate this letter as shown at the foot hereof, in order to set the record straight, since I 

do not have the right of reply, in the House, to the minister’s nastiness 

 

Thanks in anticipation of your kind attention. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

CASWELL FRANKLYN 

 

Copy: His Honour The Speaker  

Leader of the Opposition 

Editor, Nation Newspaper 

Editor, Barbados Advocate 

Editor, Barbados Today 


