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We are all gathered here today because we wish to raise our voices for 

choices -- better choices -- Your Voice, Your Choice -- for a better 

Barbados, for that Good Society. 

 

We would have done our duty to Barbados, our families and fellow 

citizens if long after we leave here and today is remembered as the day 

Barbadians changed Barbados for the good. 

 

At the outset I wish to say that this should be our goal.  

 

That we do not just come here to talk and exchange ideas.  

That we do not just pass those ideas for a better Barbados to the 

establishment.  
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But that from today the establishment understands that there is a group 

of people in Barbados -- a growing group of all persuasions -- that will 

work together to build a Good Society and hold to account every leader 

in every aspect of life who would stray from the principles of a Good 

Society. 

 

It requires public, private sector and people to understand the common 

purpose that building a Good Society means better for all of us. At the 

end of the day, what is the public sector, what is the private sector and 

what are people -- if not, all Barbadians. 

 

I wish to suggest that the first guiding principle in a Good Society must 

be that we put Barbados first. 
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How do we call ourselves a nation when we remain self-serving and 

incongruent, each group fighting for its own selfish goals at the expense 

of the country? This is nothing more than a "mercenary disposition". 

 

We need to elevate ourselves to a higher purpose, that of making 

Barbados great, by insisting on good and being good. 

---***--- 

This can only flow from a collective national spirit and effort that places 

Barbados first. Not private sector, not public sector, not unions. Not 

manufacturing or the so-called cultural industries. Not lawyers and 

doctors or mechanics and masons. Not any sector against another. Not 

any special interests at all. 

 

We all must come to realise that our salvation rests in building a society 

that recognizes the talents and contributions of all. And that together we 
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can succeed in a way that does not for narrow gain put one position or 

need against the other. 

 

This national spirit was defined more than two centuries ago: 

“When this Spirit prevails the Government, whatever it's Form, will be 

wise and energetic because such Government alone will be borne by 

such Men. And such a Government seeking the true Interest of those 

over whom they preside will find it in the Establishment of a national 

Character becoming the Spirit by which the Nation is inspired.” 

---***--- 

We are now where we are because there is no wise and certainly no 

energetic government. The deficiency of national character among 

leaders in almost every sphere is nakedly stark.  

 

Barbados needs something fresh. 
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Barbados needs a new approach. 

 

Barbados must be great again. 

 

Our survival depends on it. 

 

Being Barbadian must once more come to mean something outstanding -

- it must represent excellence -- something of which we all can be proud. 

 

We may have to use the best traditions, but we cannot go forward with 

our eyes only on past glories. 

 

A new dawn must be created to inspire a new generation of Barbadians, 

to protect and maintain the sacrifice and hard work of those toiling now. 
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But above all, build a Barbados that holds out hope for a society in 

which all can feel they have a reason to be -- well, Barbadian.  

 

I believe that our best days lay ahead of us.  

 

I am not going to offend either the spirit or intent of this public forum by 

dwelling on the malaise that is Barbados today. 

 

But part of what we should be about, I wish to suggest, is that we 

confront reality. 

 

So, contextually, we all know what has brought us here. 

 

We all know what is wrong.  
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We all know what has gone wrong.  

 

Because we live it, our families live it, our friends live it, our neighbors 

live it. 

 

You all bear witness to these hard truths every single day of your life -- 

paying the mortgage, paying taxes, raising children, balancing the 

household budget, taking care of elderly parents and relatives, holding 

your families and communities together in these uncertain economic and 

political times.  

 

In this process, in a maze of worrying factors that will engage us today, 

one of the most devastating is the loss of humanity that is manifesting 

itself in the range of seemingly hopeless scenarios -- from increasing 

violence among youth, at of all things recreational activities -- to 
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increase homelessness -- and a cruel hard edge as people internalize their 

fear of not surviving, as they exist paycheck to paycheck.  

 

All of these bring to the front the cultural mindsets that we as 

Barbadians are living with daily. This loss of humanity is all of our 

business.  

 

We must stop this. We must build a Good Society.  

 

If last week’s political poll is anything to go by, those who have brought 

us to this point of desperate unknown, where there is no light at the 

tunnel and where there is seemingly no end to the tunnel, may get an 

electoral lashing.  

 

I say so not to favour any Party, because there are many instances in 

both the governance of this country by the Democratic Labour Party and 
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the Barbados Labour Party that would have contributed to the place we 

are at today. Let us be honest about that.  

 

As I said at my public lecture during the Easter season on Governance 

and Truth and it bears reemphasizing -- if the Barbados Labour Party 

forms the next government and believes it can simply continue to play 

the game of political musical chairs but does not seek to be drivers of 

real and transformative change, or if the Democratic Labour Party 

retains the government and believes it will be business as usual, then all 

we are doing would be exchanging six for half dozen. 

 

I say let our collective voices put them both on guard.  

 

One of the problems in Barbados is too much correctness in the face of 

wrongdoing. We must also stop that for the Good Society. 

---***--- 
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Let's not pretend bringing freshness to Barbados will be an easy task. 

 

Let us be inspired by Edmund Burke that all is required for evil to reign 

is for good men to remain silent. 

 

Today, we are taking a stand as good men and women -- for a good 

Barbados. 

---***--- 

What are some of the ingredients in a Good Society that is Barbados? 

 

We cannot continue as a Barbados, where a few are enriched by one or 

the other government in the game of political musical chairs.  

 

So I will say this for everyone thinking it -- “our collective political class 

must stop taking the taxpayers money. It is not your money to invest in 
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vanity projects. It is not your money to achieve personal ambitions. It is 

not your money to earn as a salary but fail to deliver as a servant of the 

people. The resources of the State are not for your personal gain. The 

resources of the State are not yours to deliver to your family or friends. 

The resources of the State belong to all of us to be used for the benefit of 

all of us.”  

 

We must not be afraid to stand up to those who abdicate for selfish gain 

their sacred obligation to us, the people that they serve.  

 

We have to pay attention to what our political class does. It is not about 

them. It is about us because this is our country and we get the 

government we deserve.  

 

Let us deserve better for all Barbados. Public service must come to mean 

public service. 
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It is time to reclaim our democracy to build the Good Society. The first 

step will be to recognize that you are a true and integral part of 

everything in this country and not only every five years. 

 

It means you stand up and speak out and do otherwise when necessary -- 

lawfully -- and above all shine a light wherever there is darkness. 

 

That means we must root out corruption in public life and when there is 

wrongdoing and blatant mismanagement of public funds and resources, 

which the Auditor General, report after report, government after 

government has identified, we must ensure that these people are 

disciplined and appropriately punished under the rule of law.  

 

Any change in Barbados to build the Good Society must insert these two 

ideals into the foundation that already exists as vital to the future -- an 
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unbending resolve to demand of our political class that they uphold the 

trust placed in them and an unrelenting determination, the tenacity of a 

pitbull, in speaking out to ensure the maintenance of fairness in 

Barbados. 

 

Public goods in education and health in the Good Society are not simply 

for the poorest but in universal access for all of us, it binds the society 

together.  A different and changing world does not necessarily mean we 

pull apart the foundations that have served us well for generations. We 

have to determine what we want these foundations to be and if they are 

education and health, then we protect them. What do we stand for? 

 

What should we be discussing? Our argument should not be about more 

government or less government but about good government. 
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Should we be concerned with whether the private sector makes a profit 

or whether Barbados is profitable? 

 

Must the so-called workers always be the one to whose necks the axe is 

applied whenever there is a crisis, or just as all share in the gain, all 

should share in the pain? 

 

How do we allow government in a constrained economic environment to 

have million-dollar cost overruns?  

 

Is it not time to change the narrative of the small vulnerable economy -- 

oh poor pitiful us -- and open up a conversation and execute action that 

sees us making responsible decisions for our own well-being? 

 

I am merely asking. 
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None of these remarks are intended to cloud the discussions to follow 

today. The purpose of this forum is simple, to provide a space where we 

can all come together to help determine the way forward for our country. 

---***--- 

After my lecture in April and the feedback I got then, I decided that to 

continue that conversation, a larger space had to be provided for more 

people to engage in deciding the future of our country.  

 

I was inspired by the response from the lecture which has taken me to 

today.   

 

I saw that there was no space for us to share our voices with each other 

and so I set about to create one, this event being the first of its kind in 

recent history.  
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I was assisted by selfless friends and colleagues who gave of their time, 

intellect and resources to assist in making this forum possible.  

 

We hope that you feel invigorated by taking part in the forum. That you 

feel that you can own the development of Barbados. That together we 

can write the next chapter of our history.  

 

I am encouraged by the interest Barbadians everywhere have shown, that 

we are ready to halt the toxic trajectory that the country is on.  

 

I am encouraged that you too feel the urgency of now by being here, that 

we do not look back and think, ‘if only I had voiced my opinion then’.  

 

Our circumstances and our solutions will always be our own.  
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We are the ones to dictate how we move forward and to critique how 

and if what we have done so far as a country is the way to continue, or if 

it is appropriate for us to try a different way -- to use what we are good 

at, to be proud of what we are and where we have come from. 

 

I have subscribed to a party. That is no secret.  

 

But I do not feel like this should dictate my open and personal choice to 

encourage people to come together in a safe national space to discuss 

common strives and to realise that there is more that unites us than 

divides us. 

 

Barbados has had the Good Society.  

 

There is no reason we cannot have it again by placing the people at the 

centre where we should be.  
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We can build the Good Society that Barbadians deserve and require. 

 

Hebrews chapter 3, verse 4 tells us that “For every house is built by 

someone, but the builder of all things is God.” 

 

God bless Barbados and may we have a fruitful and productive forum.  

 


