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June 2017 Nation/CADRES Political Opinion Poll Report (Political Section) 

I. Introduction 

General elections are constitutionally due in Barbados by May of 2018; however, there is already 

considerable interest in the likely outcome and the popularity of the current government and 

opposition.  In response to this interest, the NATION newspaper commissioned a national political 

opinion poll, which was conducted between Friday 16th and Monday 19th June 2017.  This poll was 

conducted in all 30 constituencies across Barbados and the data that follow represent the current 

state of public opinion in Barbados at this time. 

 

The poll was designed by Peter W. Wickham, a political consultant and director of Caribbean 

Development Research Services (CADRES) and was executed by a team of interviewers, 

managed by Corey Sandiford who is also a CADRES Director, in association with CADRES 

Associate, Devaron Bruce.  The interview team was a mixture of UWI students who were new to 

CADRES, along with others who have worked with CADRES in this capacity over the years and all 

of them were briefed for this exercise. 
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II. Methodology 

The optimum sample size for CADRES poll is 1,000 and in pursuit of that objective 1080 surveys 

were assigned, with 1060 usable surveys forming the basis of these reports that will appear over 

the next three weeks.  The sample design employed interlocking quotas for gender and age groups 

and interviewers were given instructions regarding the numbers of men and women they should 

interview, and the appropriate age groups to be targeted.  These instructions reflect a 50% quota 

for males and females and a 30% quota for each of three age groups.  In addition to age and 

gender, this survey collected other information on the employment status of respondents. 

 

As with all CADRES polls, this exercise employed a deliberate design bias in favour of specific 

constituencies across Barbados with the lowest possible support for either party (based on the 

2013 electoral outcome).  As such, a margin of error computation is strictly speaking not applicable, 

however, CADRES has found that this approach enhances the accuracy of our polls, which have 

historically always fallen within the +/- 5% margin of error at the national level.  This poll can 

therefore be considered an accurate gauge of current political opinion in Barbados. 

 

Although there is likely to be substantial interest in the outcome in specific constituencies, it should 

be noted that this poll was not designed to render accurate information on the outcome of specific 

constituencies. Notwithstanding, these details have been provided to both political parties, along 

with information on the specific polling divisions were interviews were conducted. 

As is the custom, the survey questionnaire was designed by CADRES and approved by the Nation 

Newspaper and included the traditional questions as well at others which appeared relevant in the 

context of current events.  On this occasion, we noted the existence of several political parties and 

sought to provide the opportunity to test interest in these by listing them exhaustively and providing 

respondents the opportunity to select them in the course interviews.  CADRES listed 10 political 

parties (BLP; DLP; PEP; PDC; BFP; KGB; BIM; SB; UPP; CAP) as well as the “Other/Independent” 

option in every instance where a political party could be identified as an answer; however, several 

of these were not mentioned once and will therefore not appear in the report that follows. 

  



  

NATION/CADRES JUNE POLL 3 

 

III. Considerations 

It is important to note that this poll was conducted well-outside of an election season which normally 

has two major implications, the first of which is a higher than normal non-response rate to the 

political questions.  That anticipated outcome did not materialise on this occasion and therefore 

represents a peculiarity that will be discussed elsewhere in the report.  The other implication of an 

”out of season” survey is the fact that it is less likely to reflect the actual outcome of the election to 

which it is proximate.  It is worth repeating that a survey is a “snap-shot” and factors which transpire 

over the coming months could impact positively or negatively on the results that are presented 

here.  In an effort to help readers understand this phenomenon better, CADRES will present 

comparative data that documents the historic “recovery rates” for governments over the 25 years 

of our experience in polling Barbados. 

 

One significant environmental condition that impacted on the completion of this exercise was the 

heavy rain experienced over the past weekend and the threat of a storm on Monday night.  As a 

result, some interviewing took place on Monday and Tuesday of last week which is a variation of 

our customary weekend survey.  CADRES has found overtime that the weekday survey tends to 

capture an older demographic which is slightly less inclined towards the momentary changes in 

public opinion. 

 

The final major consideration is related to the poll’s proximity to the budget, which was clearly a 

factor that impacted on public opinion.  The poll was conducted in the wake of a budget that appears 

to have been exceedingly unpopular (based on responses to the relevant questions) and this poll 

would to some extent have captured momentary reactions to the budget that might be moderated 

if the impact is less extreme than anticipated or if aspects are rolled back.  These actions could 

make public opinion more or less favourable; however, this would not invalidate any assessment 

presented here in the context of this period of time. 

 

  



  

NATION/CADRES JUNE POLL 4 

 

IV. Demographic Considerations 

 

The demographic information captured in this survey has been presented in association with the 

important political question and presented in Figure 1.  This chart allows for an understanding of 

the composition of the support for each political party; however, the independent parties have been 

omitted as these are below 2% of the overall sample and would therefore distort the analysis. 

 
In each instance, the support for both parties is viewed in terms of 100% and the extent to which 

each demographic category contributes to that support is presented.  It can therefore be seen that 

at present, there is no significant gender impact on party support which demonstrates that both 

men and women have a coherent political opinion.  Regarding age there is some difference and it 

can be seen that the DLP’s cohort of supports in the older age group is significantly higher, while it 

has significantly less young people supporting it.  In the occupational status category, the BLP has 

attracted more working people, while the most people in the unemployed category are “Uncertain” 

about their political opinion and this is entirely normal. 

 
Figure 1: Party Support Profile 
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V. Satisfaction with Government 
 

Two of the key indicators relating to satisfaction with government are presented in Figure two, along 

with similar data from the 2013 and 2015 surveys for purposes of comparison. The “Right 

Track/Wrong Track” question is a standard indicator of voter satisfaction used in polling and this 

most recent statistic demonstrates a significant increase in the quantity of Barbadians that believe 

that we are currently NOT on the “Right Track”.  It is noteworthy that a plurality of Barbadians were 

of this view in 2013 (at the time of the election), by 2015 it was a clear majority and currently more 

than two-thirds of Barbadians think that we are on the “Wrong Track” which demonstrates the extent 

to which this view is rapidly gaining popularity. 

 
The other aspect of satisfaction considered is the desire for a change of government and in this 

regard, there has also been an increase over the last three polls.  Currently 71% of Barbadians 

would like a change of government which is similar to the quantity of persons who believe that 

Barbados is on the “Wrong Track”.  It is interesting that with regard to both of these questions, there 

is a significant decline the quantity of persons who believe that Barbados is on the “Wrong Track” 

and who do NOT think that it is time for a change of government.  It should be noted that in 2008 

when there was a change of government the desire for change stood at 48%, compared to 71% 

currently. 

 

Similarly, in both instances the quantities of persons who were “Unsure” have also fallen steadily 

suggesting that as time passes more Barbadians are becoming more convinced about these two 

perceptions.  This latter point is significant since the bulk of the persons who responded 

“Unsure/Won’t say” either supported the DLP or were “Uncertain Voters” and significant attrition 

from those cohorts is contributing to the BLP’s support, suggesting that lingering question marks 

about the BLP’s suitability are slowly disappearing. 
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Figure 2: Satisfaction with Government 

Table 01 is also an assessment but on his occasion a numerical tool is used to asses both the 

government and opposition and the two data sets are presented simultaneously to allow for 

comparison, along with the statistics from the 2015 survey.  Overall the DLP government was given 

a failing grade of 3.3 rating out of possible 10, while the BLP was assessed at 5.3 which is passing 

grade.  The 2015 data demonstrate that the BLP has moved up from 4.8 at that time, while the 

DLP’s has fallen further from 3.8. 

 

Table 01: Satisfaction with Government/Opposition 

 DLP 
Government 

BLP 
Opposition 

BLP Supporters 2.7 6.2 

DLP Supporters 6.3 3.8 

Other Parties/Independent Voters 3.3 4.3 

“Uncertain Voters” 3.4 4.5 

All Barbados 2017 3.3 5.3 

All Barbados (2015) 3.8 4.8 
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VI. Leadership 

The leadership options in Barbados were assessed in the survey from several different 

perspectives and here also comparative data are used to identify trends.  The approval ratings are 

presented in Figure 03 and these are based on a question that asked respondents directly if they 

approved of the leadership provided by Prime Minister Freundel Stuart and Opposition Leader Mia 

Mottley.  It can be seen that Stuart’s approval rating has fallen by a statistically insignificant margin 

to 10%, while his disapproval rating has risen significantly to 76%.  Mottley’s approval rating has 

improved by 5 percentage points and now stands at 44%, which is four times that of Stuart.  

Commensurate with this increase has been a decline in her disapproval rating from 31% to 23%, 

which is statistically significant. 

 
Figure 3: Leadership Approval 

 
Apart from the “Yes” or “No” question which forms the basis of the approval rating, CADRES also 

asked respondents to rate the leaders numerically on a scale ranging from “1” to “10” with “1” 

relating to the lowest or worst performance and “10” relating to the highest or best performance by 

each party leader.  Table 02 consolidates these data from the perspective of party support and 

demonstrate that nationally Stuart’s rating is 2.9 on average, while Mottley’s is 5.4 on average.  The 

political party supporters were most generous with the ratings for their respective leaders; however 

particular attention should be paid to the “Uncertain Voters” who gave Stuart 2.9 and Mottley 5.4 
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Table 02 Leadership Ratings 
 

PM 
Freundel Stuart 

Opposition Leader 
Mia Mottley 

BLP Supporters 2.3 6.5 

DLP Supporters 5.9 4.0 

Other Parties/Independent Voters 2.4 4.0 

“Uncertain Voters” 2.9 4.3 

All Barbados 2.9 5.4 

 

One of the more important indicators of the likely political outcome is the identification of the person 

that Barbadians would prefer to be led by and this was dealt with in the survey by way of an open-

ended question that is reported on in Table 03 and Figure 04 with Table 04 providing a historic 

reference point.  Currently some 52% of Barbadians prefer Mottley for leadership of the country, 

with former Prime Minister Owen Arthur being second most popular at 18% and Stuart third most 

popular with 8%. 

Table 04 helps to place these numbers in comparative context and demonstrates that Mottley’s 

52% is as historic as Stuart’s 8%.  Mottley can now lay claim to being the person preferred by most 

people for the post of Prime Minister, who has never and is not currently holding the job since 

CADRES started polling in 1990.  As a point of comparison, Arthur in 1994 was polling at 28% 

before he became Prime Minister, while Mottley is now polling at 52% in a similar scenario. 

Similarly, Stuart continues to be the Prime Minister preferred by the least people since CADRES 

was formed and the only Prime Minister ever to dip into single digits regarding this question.  

Mention needs also to be made of Christopher Sinckler’s numbers which are similar to Mottley’s in 

that he grew to double digits without having held the job which is remarkable; however, Sinckler 

appears to have fallen as precipitously in the eyes of Barbadians and now has the support of 1% 

of persons nationally. 

Mottley’s preference numbers are up by four points over 2015, while Stuart’s are down four points; 

however, the most significant growth took place with regard to Arthur who doubled his 2015 

preference level and now stands at 18%.  It is interesting to note that when the data are considered 

it becomes clear that Arthur’s support has grown largely among DLP supporters who previously 

supported five other DLP options but have now moved in Arthur’s direction. 
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 Table 03: Leadership Preference 

MOTTLEY Mia 52% 

ARTHUR Owen 18% 

STUART Freundel 8% 

BYER-SUCKOO Esther 7% 

INNISS Donville 6% 

ESTWICK David 3% 

SEALY Richard 3% 

MARSHALL Dale 1.3% 

SINCKLER Chris 0.6% 

KELLMAN Denis 0.2% 

 

Figure 04 speaks to the leadership preference data from the perspective of party support and tells 

the story of 73% of BLP supporters who are behind Mottley, with 52% of DLP supporters being 

behind Stuart.  This type of affection for the respective leaders within the party is normal; however, 

it is more important to note that Mottley has the support of 35% of “Uncertain Voters” compared to 

Stuart with 3%, indeed Stuart has the lowest level of support from “Uncertain Voters” as it relates 

to the top four options for leadership. 

 
Figure 4: Leadership Preference According to Party Support 
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Table 04: Historic Leadership Preference Data 
 

1991 1994 1999 2003 2005 2008 2010 2013 2015 2017 

Erskine SANDIFORD 45% 
 

Owen ARTHUR 
 

28% 57% 60% 33% 48% 22% 37% 9% 18% 

David THOMPSON 
 

25% 11% 12% 28% 41% 42% 
 

Freundel STUART 
 

7% 32% 12% 8% 
 

Christopher SINCKLER 
 

6% 11% 6% 1% 

Mia MOTTLEY 
 

1% 2% 22% 7% 18% 15% 48% 52% 
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VII. Party Support 
 

In this final section CADRES sought to understand how people would have voted had an election 

been called last week and why, beginning with a question that sought to establish which political 

party is perceived to be better regarding specific concerns.  It should be noted that 10 political 

parties were mentioned in this question however only 3 were identified by a sufficient quantity of 

people to allow for analysis in Figure 05.  This demonstrates that 81% of Barbadians consider the 

BLP “Better Equipped to Respond to the Economic Situation”, which is clearly perceived to be the 

BLP’s strength.  Some 63% consider the BLP to be the “Most United” pollical party and 74% believe 

it to be the “More Trustworthy” of the two main parties.  Cumulatively it can be seen that Barbadians 

perceive the BLP to be strongest on the “Economy” and “Trust” and the DLP weakest on the 

economy. 

 
Figure 5: Political Party that is Better/More... 

Figure 6 presents data related to a single question that asked respondents essentially what they 

will be voting for in the next election based on a predetermined list of options was offered from 

which they could select the option MOST preferred.  These data are presented from the perspective 

of party support which allows for several interesting observations.  DLP supporters are voting 

primarily on the basis of “Party/Candidate Loyalty”, while BLP supporters are voting primarily on 

the ability to handle the economy, which is the same for “Uncertain Voters”.  The least exciting 

voting basis in all regards is that of “Morality”. 
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Figure 6: Major Voting Influence 

The final question asked is presented in Figure 07 which sought to establish the respondent’s 

current voting preference and it can be seen that 51% of persons would vote for the BLP, while 

12% would vote for the DLP.  The only alternative parties mentioned were the PEP (1%); KGB 

(0.1%) and UPP (0.2%) and 1% preferred an independent candidate, with a cumulative 35% not 

committing to this question. 

 
Figure 7: Party Support 
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It is clear that the BLP has a substantial lead but here also it is important to place these data in a 

comparative context since there are unique observations here also.  The BLP’s 51% support is the 

highest poll statistic ever recorded for this question in Barbados, while the DLP’s 11% is the lowest 

ever for any government and indeed any major political party.  The quantity of “Uncertain” votes is 

also noteworthy since at 35% it is similar to that of polls conducted in 2008, 1991 and 1994 which 

were all election years.  CADRES normally expects “Uncertain Voters” to amount to approximately 

40% outside of an election and while the election is as much as nine months away an abnormally 

large number of Barbadians appear to have made up their mind already. 

 

Table: 05 Historic Party Support Poll Data 

 1991 1994 1999 2003 2005 2008 2010 2013 2015 2017 

BLP 21% 32% 43% 32% 29% 30% 25% 42% 39% 51% 

DLP 36% 19% 15% 15% 28% 35% 33% 34% 18% 11% 

Uncertain 
Voters 

38% 39% 41% 53% 43% 34% 42% 24% 41% 35% 

Other Parties 
Independents 

6% 10% 2% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 2% 2% 

 

 

VIII. Summary Judgement 
 
This survey of public opinion which is taken just under one year before elections are constitutionally 

due, tells the story of this population’s continuing discomfort with the governing DLP which has now 

reached historic proportions.  It needs to be views against the background of a previous poll that 

was taken in 2015 and suggested that Barbadians had lost confidence in the DLP and were anxious 

to vote again.  At that time; however, there were lingering concerns about party unity within the BLP 

and it is noteworthy that these concerns have been all but vanished to the point now where people 

see the DLP as less unified than the BLP which is a reversal of the previous scenario. 

 

The matter of leadership is also striking in the poll which presents Mottley as an overwhelmingly 

popular leader, alongside Stuart who now appears to be the country’s “least liked” Prime Minster 

ever.  Motley’s popularity matches that of her party and no clear alternatives appear to be emerging 

within either the BLP or DLP; hence it is curious that in this environment Arthur’s support has grown 

at the expense of alternative DLP leaders. 
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The anticipated question is the extent to which this unprecedented environment of DLP pessimism 

coupled with BLP enthusiasm can be sustained until the next election is called and indeed whether 

the environment will prompt the Prime Minister to either bring forward the date of the election or 

consider other options such as a change of leader.  These latter issues are beyond the scope of 

the poll; however, it is noteworthy that never before in Barbados, or regionally has CADRES 

documented a recovery that brings a party trailing by close to 40% back to a position of electoral 

superiority.  We are; however, prepared to admit that since this political scenario is without 

precedent, the mechanics of a similarly historic recovery is also not known to us, but entirely within 

the bounds of possibility.  The more likely outcome in our opinion is influenced by the trend of 

cumulative polls that suggest that the DLP will grow more unpopular as the election date 

approaches and this will further threaten historically safe DLP seats. 

 

CADRES, June 2017 


