
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
New UNAIDS Global Report points to gains and challenges in Caribbean HIV 
responses 
 
Treatment coverage high but more work needed to address human rights, gender 
inequality and financial sustainability. 
 
PORT OF SPAIN, 23 September 2013—In 2000 the global community agreed to work towards meeting 
several health and development objectives by 2015. Through Millennium Development Goal (MDG) six, 
countries aimed to halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS as well as to achieve universal 
access to treatment for HIV/AIDS for all those who need it.  

 

Ten 2015 targets were also set by United Nations Member States in the 2011 United Nations Political 
Declaration on HIV and AIDS. These include reducing sexual transmission, eliminating new infections in 
children, increasing treatment access, eliminating gender inequalities, eliminating stigma and 
discrimination and closing the resource gap for HIV (UNAIDS, 2011). 
 
Two years ahead of these deadlines, UNAIDS reports that the Caribbean has made significant progress 
toward meeting these targets. The annual number of new infections continues to decline. In fact, this 
region has experienced the sharpest reduction in new infections since 2001 (49%). Caribbean coverage 
of services to prevent HIV transmission from pregnant women to their children is among the highest in 
the world at more than 90%. Additionally, the region continues to have one of the highest rates of 
antiretroviral treatment coverage (72%). 
 
However, in order to accelerate progress to 2015 and beyond, certain issues require urgent attention. 
The report finds that progress has been slow in ensuring the respect of human rights, securing access 
to HIV services for people most at risk of HIV infection and in preventing violence against women and 
girls––a key factor in vulnerability to HIV. Gender inequality, punitive laws and discriminatory actions are 
continuing to hamper national responses to HIV and concerted efforts are needed to address these 
persistent obstacles to the scale up of HIV services for people most in need. 
 
“We are making progress but we are still battling prejudice. These prejudices are based on fear, 
ignorance and a willingness to judge.  We can get to zero new cases of HIV, zero AIDS-related deaths 
and zero stigma and discrimination,  if we learn to talk about sex and sexuality and refuse to 
discriminate because of difference,” said UNAIDS Caribbean Regional Support Team Director, Dr. 
Ernest Massiah. 
 
Another key challenge for all HIV responses in the Caribbean is how prevention, care and treatment 
services will be funded in the future given widespread slowdowns in economic growth and an overall 
reduction in donor funding for the region. Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, 
Guyana, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines are among the 
countries with high dependency on external financing for treatment. Barbados, Cuba and St. Lucia are 
moderately dependent on international partners for treatment funding (PAHO, 2012, p.11). 
 
UNAIDS Caribbean is working with governments and international partners to secure or increase 
domestic allocations while identifying opportunities for savings and increased efficiency.    
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The UNAIDS Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic reports the following estimates for Caribbean 
countries: 
 
 

COUNTRIES PEOPLE LIVING 
WITH HIV 

PEOPLE NEWLY 
INFECTED WITH HIV 

PEOPLE WHO DIED 
FROM AIDS-RELATED 

ILLNESSES 
Bahamas 7,000 <500 <500 
Barbados 1,500 <100 <100 
Belize 3,100 <200 <200 
Cuba 4,700 NA <100 
Dominican Republic 45,000 <500 1,900 
Guyana 7,200 NA <100 
Haiti 150,000 8,500 7,500 
Jamaica 28,000 1,400 1,300 
Trinidad and Tobago 14,000 NA NA 
Suriname 4,000 <500 <200 
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UNAIDS 
The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 
deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, 
UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely 
with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. Learn more at 
unaids.org and unaidscaribbean.org. Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter. 


