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BARBADOS ADVOCATES FOR JUSTICE AND 

EMPOWERMENT (BAJE)  

Background and the Problem 
For the past few years, there has been widespread apathy, in almost all areas and 
sectors, and affecting increasing numbers of citizens in our beloved Barbados. 
Things social, economic, cultural, legal, and  political have all run-aground against 
the backdrop of uninspiring national leadership, challenged but ill-directed youth 
whose voices are drowned out by selfish adults. Barbados is being pummelled by 
lackadaisical responses to economy and society so much so that there is a 
floundering but starved private sector, together with a stagnant national economy 
made worse by fiscal deficit, paltry macroeconomic planning, and growth in the 
incidence of poverty and unemployment.  

Furthermore, inter-generational hopelessness has eclipsed Barbadians’ willingness to 
be firm craftsmen of their fate. There are various volumes of institutional 
shenanigans and bouts of political interference that have presided over, and in many 
cases, ruthlessly encouraged social decay within the fabric of everyday life for the 
ordinary Barbadian. In essence, there are man-made political decisions being made 
by major political elites in what has become a much polarised Barbadian society that 
has at its core the remnants of colonial structures that may well have outlived their 
usefulness in recognition of Barbados’ contemporary needs. Barbados must reject 
the threat to ‘crack heads’ or ‘to shoot people’ whose embattled voices are crying out 
for help, justice, and dignity. Marcus Garvey once said:  

If the president [or prime minister] is against you for personal reasons, then it is a 
foregone conclusion that the chief justice is against you, so that if you complain against 
the attitude of the president [or prime minister] it will simply be appealing from Caesar 
to Caesar ... it is a question of party politics and men. 

There are systemic phenomena that have been eating away at the cultural norms and 
societal values; and in several instances, hypocrisy has walked hand-in-hand with 
dichotomous approaches thereby instilling a myopic morality under situations in 
which the state is duty and treaty-bound to act in ways recognising the equality of 
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rights and non-discriminatory treatment before the Laws of Barbados. All of these 
social and other forces have become existential threats endangering the Barbados 
state and society. 

Introducing the Barbados Advocates for Justice and Empowerment 
The Barbados Advocates for Justice and Empowerment (BAJE) is a non-profit, 
non-partisan, non-violent, citizens’ rights action organisation. Membership is free to 
all persons desirous of speaking out against those things that have been identified as 
endangering individuals, society, and the Barbados state. BAJE, as an entity of 
voluntary association, is conceptualised on the basis that in these times more than at 
any other time since the early to mid-twentieth century in Barbados, there is an 
urgent need of advocates for social justice and people empowerment. Barbadians, as 
a rule, must be strict guardians of Barbados’ heritage. 

                                

BAJE’s Mantra 
BAJE seeks to become an active component in civil society bringing a democratic 
and liberated voice for the many whose silence reflects marginality, obsequiousness, 
and institutional disdain. BAJE is immediately appealing for state governmental 
transparency, executive and administrative accountability so that good governance 
can prevail in Barbados.  From the Right Excellent Bussa to the Right Excellent 
Sobers, BAJE’s endeavour will be labour for the cause of social justice and people 
empowerment.  BAJE shall bring awareness to and carry the fight against the 
injustices that spring up in all corridors of government including the quasi-
institutions and agencies. They are some feeding from the sweat of the masses and 
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the virtue of their presence is through political favour; BAJE is saying that political 
patronage and clientilism are currently depleting a paltry public purse.  

Moreover, Barbadians, at this time of dread and woe, ought to remember the words 
of Sir Lloyd ‘Erskine’ Sandiford. In 1990 Prime Minister Sandiford said that the 

“criminal violation of democracy and human rights ... is outrageous and repugnant.” 
Barbadians must reject the parliamentary scare to its democratic principles. With 
pride and industry, fellow Barbadians should be able to hold up its lamp to basic 
human rights. The country needs advocates that will ensure that social justice and 
socio-economic empowerment are not just words but are indicative of meaningful 
and lived realities. Our founding fathers, emancipators, national heroes and 
liberators valiantly struggled for social justice and socioeconomic empowerment over 
several generations. Barbadians ought not to take these things for granted; 
Barbadians refuse to cave in to the threats from loft citadel and equally, we 
Barbadians shall through peaceful and legitimate protest banish those who endanger 
our society and state.  

Let Us All Join BAJE: Agitate, Protest, March! 
BAJE implores all those desirous of a bountiful Barbados in which individual and 
collective rights can be peacefully enjoyed to join this struggle for our nation’s 
survival. BAJE will agitate, protest, and march up and down Independence Square, 
National Heroes Square, and Bay Street until we reclaim Barbados our island home. 
The country and people require unbridled advocacy for social justice, the rule of law, 
and socioeconomic empowerment broadly defined. More particularly, the Barbadian 
people having recently become exposed to despotic intents must press on even 
against those who label us as insurgents, criminals, insurrectionists, while suggesting 
that our heads be cracked and our skins pierced with military and paramilitary terror 
and shots. Barbadians must refuse to suffer in silence aggravated by those wielding 
political clout. BAJE is dissent; BAJE is legal protest; BAJE is calling out for a new 
ray of hope so that Barbados can soar once again.   

BAJE is pleading with you to become active and prepare for peaceful protest. We 
must be willing to join in chorus with legitimate agitation against all forms of social 
injustices, and against all forms of violence. Do not be defeated by the diabolic 
threats and sordid machinations being spewed by political agents. That type 
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politician is calling for the ‘necessary’ intervention of the state as an excuse for 
initiating violence upon a powerless people. As Barbadians that are serious about 
being strict guardians of our heritage and firm craftsmen of our fate, we cannot 
oblige the political carnivores that eat away the flesh of our hope and the meaty 
souls of our faith. As Amilcar Cabral once said:  

A people’s struggle is effectively theirs if the reason for that struggle is based on the 
aspirations, the dreams, the desire for justice and progress of the people themselves and 
not on the aspirations, dreams or ambitions of half a dozen persons who are in 
contradiction with the actual interests of their people. 

BAJE is beseeching you that care about this proud nation Barbados to rid ourselves 
of the political prostitutes whose gain can only be realised at your transfer of power. 
BAJE says, we must agitate, we must resist, and we must become fortified in our 
refusal to be silenced.  Be strong in resistance and be fortified in defence of our 
rights and freedoms; these are given under the Constitution of Barbados.  

To join BAJE, place comments and feedback, or for further information on the 
activities of BAJE, please contact George C. Brathwaite, founder and interim 
president at email: baje2013@yahoo.com 

 


