
February 12, 2013

Hon. Donville O. Inniss, M.P.
Minister of Health
Frank Walcott Building
Culloden Road
St. Michael
Barbados

Dear Mr. Inniss:

I'm responding to your January 5 e-mail inviting me to submit a formal inquiry regarding the 
“Heimlich maneuver for asthma” medical study that reportedly was conducted using 67 Barbados 
children between the ages of six and 16 as research subjects about ten years ago. 

This is to respectfully request that your office review the following information and provide me with 
answers to my questions below.
 
Before getting to that, my understanding is that medical research using human subjects is overseen by 
your agency's Chief Medical Officer, Joy St. John MD (who also serves as Chairman of the Executive 
Board  of the World Health Organization). In an attempt obtain information regarding the study, 
recently I sent multiple e-mail inquiries to Dr. St. John. Although I received confirmations that she 
received my e-mails, I never received a reply, so I'm addressing this to you and copying her.

Please click this link to download a text-searchable pdf file consisting of 156 pages of chronologically-
arranged documents about the study which came from the University of Cincinnati Health Sciences 
Library's Henry J. Heimlich Archival Collection.1 You may also click here to view/download the file via 
Scribd.2 

Per pages three and four, in July 1999 my father -- Henry J. Heimlich MD -- attempted to conduct a 
“Heimlich maneuver for asthma” study at Deaconess Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio, but he was refused 
permission by the hospital's Institutional Review Board. According to the documents, a few years later 
he made arrangements to conduct the study in Barbados. 

Participating institutions included Queen Elizabeth Hospital (Barbados), the Rotary Club of Barbados 
South, the Rotary Foundation of Cincinnati, and the Heimlich Institute, a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Deaconess Associations Inc. of Cincinnati. 

Per the documents, the study was funded by the Rotary Foundation of Cincinnati and the Heimlich 
Institute. It's unclear if the Rotary Club of Barbados South also provided funding. 

In a September 8, 2002 e-mail (p. 63-64), Dr. Charles N. Edwards of Queen Elizabeth Hospital wrote: 

One of the 3 paeditricians (sic) at my office is also an allergist and is exceedingly interested in  
doing the Heimlich manoevre (sic) study jointly with me. We have drawn up a pilot protocol.  
It would have to be approved by the Ministry of Health's Ethics committee.

1 Page one of the file is an Instrument of Gift dated February 16, 2011 describing the donation of the 
documents. Pages 153-156 were obtained via the Internet.

2 All yellow-highlighting on the documents was done by me.

http://www.deaconess-healthcare.com/Heimlich_Institute/
http://www.cincinnatirotary.org/
http://www.clubrunner.ca/portal/Home.aspx?accountid=4763
http://www.clubrunner.ca/portal/Home.aspx?accountid=4763
http://www.qehconnect.com/index.php
http://www.scribd.com/doc/124767961/Heimlich-maneuver-for-asthma-study-reportedly-conducted-on-67-children-in-Barbados-WI-aged-six-to-16-funded-by-the-Heimlich-Institute-and-the-Rot
http://ead.ohiolink.edu/xtf-ead/view?docId=ead/OhCiUWC0021.xml&doc.view=printead;chunk.id=0
http://db.tt/T07ov7tE
http://www.newsrecord.org/article_451c3284-3f51-11e2-989a-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.newsrecord.org/article_451c3284-3f51-11e2-989a-0019bb30f31a.html


1. Was the study approved by the MOH's ethics committee? If so, on what date? And who 
was in charge of the committee?

In a June 5, 2003 e-mail to my father (page 71), Charles H. Pierce MD PhD wrote:

(The study) has now passed through and been approved by the Barbados IRB (Institutional  
Review Board). 

Via Asthma Probe, a December 16, 2012 article published by the Barbados Sunday Sun:

The (Heimlich for asthma) Barbados study was conducted by a team of researchers led by  
respected paediatrician, Professor Anne St John (of Queen Elizabeth Hospital).

In an email to this newspaper, she stated that the study did receive approval from the local  
Institutional Review Board.... 

In recent months, I've sent multiple inquiries to Queen Elizabeth Hospital requesting the name of the 
Institutional Review Board and the name of the individual in charge of the board. Months ago, I 
received an e-mail from a hospital representative stating that I could expect to receive a response to 
my questions, however, despite multiple follow-ups, I've never received any further communications.

2. Would your office please obtain the name of the Institutional Review Board and the 
name of the individual in charge of the board and provide the information to me?
 
3. Would your office please direct me to or provide me with a copy of all guidelines 
regarding the use of human subjects for medical research conducted in Barbados?

4. Would your office please provide me with a determination whether or not the 
“Heimlich maneuver for asthma” study was conducted in compliance with those 
guidelines?

Thank you for your continued attention and I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

Peter M. Heimlich
3630 River Hollow Run
Duluth, Georgia 30096
USA

ph: (208)474-7283 
e-mail: Peter.Heimlich@gmail.com
website: MedFraud.info
blog: The Sidebar

cc: Joy St. John MD, Chief Medical Officer, Barbados Ministry of Health

http://www.the-sidebar.com/
http://medfraud.info/
mailto:Peter.Heimlich@gmail.com
http://db.tt/ggmkZR3v

