
 

 

CASWELL FRANKLYN 
Welchman Hall 

St. Thomas 

Phone: 256 4706 

              

 

October 24, 2012  

 

Chairman 

Public Service Commission 

E. Humphrey Walcott Building 

Cnr. Collymore Rock & Culloden Road 

St. Michael 

 

Dear Sir 

 

Teacher Dennis Holder Adopted as Parliamentary Candidate for St. Joseph 

 

I write as a member of the public who has a vested interest in the proper functioning of the 

Public Service. 

 

Originally, the first civil service commission was established in Britain in 1855 to insulate civil 

servants from the political directorate.  The Public Service Commission (PSC) of Barbados was 

set up along the same principles as the British equivalent with its role and function being 

protected by the Constitution to guarantee its independence.  However, over the years the 

administration of the Public Service has been infiltrated by the political element to the extent that 

the commission is fast becoming a parody. 

 

It is the duty of the PSC to establish and maintain an impartial public service that would be loyal 

to Barbados and not any political party.  It should therefore be equipped to loyally serve 

whichever political party that forms the Government.  Unfortunately, the rules that are in place to 

ensure that public officers are not involved in politics are mostly observed in the breach.  

Paragraph 9 (2) of the Code of Conduct and Ethics as set out in the Public Service Act states: 

 

Officers shall comply with restrictions on their political activities in accordance with 

this Act or Regulations. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Also section 33 (2) of the Public Service Act states: 

 

Subject to subsection (3), the General Orders are from the date of the 

commencement of this Act, deemed to have been made under subsection (1) and 

shall remain in force until revoked by an instrument in writing by the Minister 

under this Act. 

The Public Service Act, which came into force on December 31, 2007, has therefore given the 

General Order for the Public Service the force of law, thereby removing any doubt as to their 

validity. General Order 3.18.1has made a clear statement on political activities of public officers, 

it states: 

Officers and employees are expressly forbidden to participate actively in politics, 

including the following – 

(a) being adopted as a parliamentary candidate; 

(b) canvassing on behalf of any party or candidate for election to the House of 

Assembly; 

(c) acting as agents or sub-agents for any candidate for election; 

(d) holding office in party political organizations; and 

(e) speaking at political meetings 

It has been brought to my attention and I am bringing it to yours, assuming that it is not already 

known to the PSC, that the Democratic Labour Party’s candidate for the constituency of St. 

Joseph, in the upcoming General Elections Mr. Dennis Holder, is a teacher at a Government 

primary school. 

This state of affairs is especially troubling since the President of the Democratic Labour Party 

and the Minister with responsibility for the Public Service is one and the same in the person of 

Prime Minister Freundel Stuart.  If the Government finds that the provisions of the Act and 

General Orders are too onerous, it is within its power to make laws for the peace order and good 

governance of the country, to go to parliament to make any amendment that they deem 

necessary.  Additionally, as Minister with responsibility for the Public Service, it is within the 

Prime Minister’s power to repeal and replace any provision of the General Orders that he and his 

Government find objectionable.  It is certainly not within the Government’s power to ignore the 

law when it does not suit them. 

Consequently, I am calling on the Public Service Commission to assert its constitutionally 

enshrined independence by making a clear statement with respect to public officer’s involvement 

in politics.  It is not unheard of in this region.  Recently, the Police Service Commission and the 

acting Commissioner of Police of Trinidad and Tobago were forced to point out to the Minister 

with administrative oversight of the Police Service that he had no authority to issue operational 

instructions to the Police.  The Minister then made a not too elegant climb down. 



 

 

The Public Service of Barbados has now been reduced to the plaything of whichever political 

party that forms the Government.  The recruitment process has been corrupted to the point where 

it is now almost impossible to find a public officer, from the highest to the lowest level, whose 

appointment has not been influenced by politics. Further, it is virtually impossible to discipline 

officers with political connections, and in many instances they do as they like without regard for 

senior officers who are powerless to exercise any control over them. 

The PSC’s duty is pellucid: it must take control over the Public Service to the exclusion of all 

others who encroach on its power.  One thing is almost certain, the commission that does its 

constitutionally duty as intended without fear or favour would not be reappointed on the 

expiration of its term but its members would have earned the respect of those that they were 

appointed to serve. 

Yours faithfully 

 

CASWELL FRANKLYN 

 


