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Celebration
of culture
A CELEBRATION of culture and
heritage in Southend will take
place at Southend Leisure and
Tennis Centre in Eastern
Avenue, Southend.

The ninth Community in
Harmony fun day will feature
music performances, dance
displays, cuisine from across
the globe as well as children’s
games, and displays by
community groups on Sunday,
October 14, from 12.30pm to
5.30pm.

A BRAVE man chased a
burglar who tried to break
into the garage of a Canvey
home.

Police were called to Canvey
Road following reports that a
crook was trying to break in.

The suspect escaped with a
man in hot pursuit, but
managed to give him the
slip.

THE Rotary Club of
Basildon Concord has
elected a new president
for 2012/13. Danny Lovey
handed over the reins to
Brian Wellman.

New owner
for Cliff pub

Man chased
burglar

THE Cliff pub in Hamlet Road,
Westcliff, has been sold to a
new buyer who intends to keep
it as a going concern. 

The business had been on the
market for £400,000 since
February with Christie & Co, a
company that specialises in
marketing public houses. 

The Cliff is a Victorian building
in a prominent corner spot and
features on Southend Council’s
historic buildings list.

Man faces
drug charge
A MAN accused of allowing his
home to be used to grow
cannabis has appeared in
court.

Samuel Alcindor, 29, is alleged
to have allowed the Class B
drug to have been grown at his
home in Academy Drive,
Laindon.

Alcindor faced a charge of
knowingly permitting the
production of a Class B drug to
take place on the premises and
a further charge of producing
cannabis when he appeared at
Basildon Magistrates’ Court.

He did not enter a plea to the
charges and was released on
unconditional bail.

A SOUTH Essex businessman
is at the centre of a political
storm in the Caribbean where
his firm is striving to develop a
series of luxury holiday
resorts.

The Harlequin group – run by
David Ames from Brock Hill,
Wickford – has become a political
football in St Vincent, home to
the company’s partially-open
resort.

The Basildon-based firm is
meant to be building six resorts
in the Caribbean and one in
Brazil.

In April, an Echo investigation
revealed some of the 6,000 people
who invested in the resorts
wanted deposits refunded due to
delays to some projects.

Now some investors have
launched court claims in St
Vincent in a bid to win back their
cash.

At the same time staff,
contractors and suppliers,
working at Harlequin’s flagship
Buccament Bay resort, are also
taking action through the courts
amid claims they haven’t been
paid for several weeks.

The firm also hasn’t filed any
accounts in St Vincent for the
past four years, meaning
investors cannot track what has
happened to their cash, which
has been sent overseas to build
properties.

Harlequin Property in St
Vincent, which owns Buccament
Bay, could be struck off in the
country if it fails to bring records
up to date.

Mr Ames, 60, who said he was
recently made a citizen of St
Vincent and has the backing of
the ruling Unity Labour Party,
vehemently denied allegations
staff were not being paid. The
claims have been raised in the
Vincentian parliament.

He said all resort staff were
being paid on time and it was
down to individual contractors to
pay workers.

The business, which has a
marketing office in Honeywood
Road, Basildon, has so far built
around 300 out of 1,120 units at
Buccament Bay, with work yet to
start in earnest on other resorts.

Opposition politicians from
the New Democratic Party of St
Vincent said at least eight claims
– including some lodged by
unpaid workers as well as
investors – are going to court.

The party’s leader Arhnim
Eustace called on the
government to ensure payments
were made to local contractors
and employees.

He told the Echo: “I am aware
a number of local contractors

who say they have not been paid
have filed cases in the court. This
includes local contractors,
workers and a supplier of
vegetables.”

He said amounts claimed in
cases varied, but at least one
involved an alleged unpaid
amount of £118,000.

There have also been reports in
St Vincent that three small fires
at the Buccament Bay resort,

including one in an unfinished
villa last month, may have been
started by disgruntled
employees.

Vincentian prime minister Dr
Ralph Gonsalves has been called
on to step into the pay dispute
before it turns violent.

Mr Ames said the furore had
forced him to reluctantly get
involved in politics.

In a statement, he said: “It has

always been our position to
remain impartial and go about
our business, but following
comments by Mr Eustace and
opposition legislator Mr Leacock
in both parliament and press, I
feel obliged to speak out for the
first time.”

He described the allegations as
“wholly incorrect and baseless”.

He added: “Let me state very
clearly that all (about 300)
employees of Harlequin at
Buccament Bay are paid on time
every month.”

Mr Ames said, since partially
opening the resort last year,
about £3.3million had been spent
on wages with a further
£6.8million going on
construction at the resort in the
past six months.

He added: “Harlequin pays its
contractors at agreed stages of
the construction process and
they themselves are then wholly
responsible for paying their own
workers and sub-contractors.

Mr Ames also blamed the
allegations on a former business
associate who he claimed had
spread “malicious lies” to
politicians and government
officials.

THE man behind Harlequin has
promised another two resorts
and a hotel will begin opening
next year. 

Harlequin boss David Ames
made the pledge after the latest
concerns about the firm
emerged. 

Mr Ames said his business is
almost ready to begin building
three major resorts in the
Dominican Republic. 

He also said the firm was
planning to open the first phase
of a massive 600-acre resort in St
Lucia, plus a fully refurbished
hotel and the first section of a

1,000-property development –
called Merricks Resort – both in
Barbados, next year. 

Building work continues at
Buccament Bay in St Vincent
and the firm also hopes to open a
resort in Brazil in time for the
2014 World Cup. 

In a statement, issued through
Harlequin’s law firm Carter
Ruck, the company said
properties bought by investors
at Buccament Bay three years
ago were now being re-sold for
well over double the purchase
price.

Three hundred out of 1,120

units at Buccament Bay are
complete.

It added: “Buccament Bay is
now an established destination
and has seen average room rates
from tour operators increase
from around US$350 (£226)per
night on opening, to £591 per
night. 

“The resort has now been
independently valued at
approximately £155million
based on an inspection in July
2011, since which time further
significant works have been
undertaken which will have
increased its value yet further.” 

Resorts in St Lucia Barbados
and the Dominic Republic –
which had been hit by “planning
delays” – were making “strong
progress”. 

Harlequin said, as a goodwill
gesture since last April, it had
been paying guaranteed returns
of 10 per cent of the purchase
price to investors, even to
customers who had not paid the
owed balance on their finished
holiday homes. 

The firm said less than 1 per
cent of its clients (fewer than 60)
have asked for money back.

HARLEQUIN has failed to secure
borrowing needed to finish all its
resorts while spending millions
on selling more unbuilt
properties, the Echo has
discovered.

But, despite the hitch, David
Ames insists he is confident he
will secure finance soon.

Some investors, many of whom
ploughed personal pensions into
the scheme, are concerned cash
from their deposits has been
retained by the firm to pay for
marketing of unbuilt holiday
homes.

Basildon-based Harlequin
takes a 30 per cent deposit from
investors – ranging from about
£40,000 to £300,000. A percentage
of the cash is then sent to the
Caribbean to fund the building of
properties. The rest of the cash is
retained by the firm.

Accounts show over the last
three financial years – from 2008
to 2011 – the marketing arm of
the company spent £82million on
selling largely unbuilt
apartments.

One investor, who has £40,000
from a personal pension tied up
in an unbuilt property in
Barbados, said: “That is an
unbelievable amount of
investors’ money being used. Of
course there are going to be
marketing costs, but £82million
in three years?”

The man, who did not want to
be named, said he wanted his
deposit refunded, but was told by
Harlequin it would keep £5,200 to
cover agents' commissions.

The firm, which employs 71
people in south Essex and 436
worldwide, offers to help
investors on modest incomes to

obtain loans to pay for their
properties in full once they have
been built.

But so far the company has
been unable to arrange any
mortgages for investors whose
properties have been completed.

Yet some investors remain
confident.

One man said: “I have invested
in Buccament Bay. Although I
have not yet got the deeds, it is a
great resort and I am confident  I

will soon be enjoying generous
returns promised by Harlequin.”

Harlequin’s solicitor Carter
Ruck said Buccament Bay was
making increased profits, which
would shortly be boosted by
mortgage financing.

Mr Ames added in an update
on the firm’s website: “We now
have a number of seriously
interested parties ready to work
with us financially, not only in
assisting us in building our
resorts, but also to offer the
mortgages to clients. Hopefully
this will mean we are able to
offer mortgages to those invested
in Buccament Bay.

“I am confident at least two or
three of the organisations I am
working with will be offering us
finance, thus enabling us to
complete our projects much
quicker."

HOW CASH 
WAS SPENT

Harlequin Property spending
in the UK between 2008/09 to
2010/11:
 About £200million taken
in overall deposits from
investors
  Around £100million
retained in UK, not for
building resorts
 £82million on marketing
and commissions to agents
  £9million on wages
  £2.77million on dividends
for shareholders
  About £200,000 renting
Basildon offices
  Nearly £5million
borrowed by directors to
buy overseas property in
their names and the names
of relatives. Despite this, a
disclaimer in the accounts
states the purchase was on
behalf of an associated
Caribbean company. The
company, therefore, owes
the cash, rather than the
individuals. 

THE CENTRE OF STORM  
PROPERTY MARKET

WICKFORD MAN AT
IN THE CARIBBEAN

 Buccament Bay – Harlequin’s partially opened luxury development in St Vincent. Top right: the Buccament Bay logo

 David Ames – boss of Harlequin Property

Company has spent millions on
marketing its unbuilt properties

I have invested
in Buccament
Bay. It is a

great resort and I
am confident I will
soon be enjoying
generous returns

‘

 Basildon base – the Harlequin offices in Honeywood Road,
Basildon 

 In talks – David Ames with St Vincent’s prime minister Dr Ralph
Gonsalves 

More resorts
ready next year
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